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(54) IMAGE RETRIEVING METHOD 

(57) Abstract: . ^„ . 

PURPOSE: To improve the probability that a 
necessary image is obtained by image retrieval 
in an image data base. 

CONSTITUTION: A 1st and a 2nd similar sample 
image are selected (P21) from among images 
which are displayed on a screen and the 
respective feature quantities of the respective 
images are read (P22) out of the image data 
base. Then the similarities R of images to be 
retrieved in the image data base are calculated 
(P23) by using the feature quantities of the 
1st and 2nd similar sample images and the 
images to be retrieved, and the retrieved 
images are displayed (P24) on the screen in the 
increasing order of the values of similarity R. 
Through said sequence, the feature quantities 
used to retrieve the necessary image is made 
clear and the similarity R is made certain to 
improve the probability that the necessary 
image is obtained. 
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